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University of Pittsburgh
School of Social Work
Child Welfare Education and Research Programs
The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center

To:
Pennsylvania Independent Living Program Coordinators/Private Providers

From: 
Lucinda Gore, University of Pittsburgh Independent Living Program Project Coordinator   (717) 605-0203 or lcg7@pitt.edu

Date:
August 1, 2013
Re:
2013-2014 SAT and College Application Fee Waivers

As another year of school is approaching, many or our high school juniors and seniors are not only looking to achieve their high school diploma or G.E.D certificate, but they may be considering their options regarding post-secondary education. The process of applying for admission can be expensive. Costs may include SAT fees and institutional applications fees.  In order to reduce this financial barrier, the College Board provides SAT fee-waivers to various agencies to distribute to qualified, economically disadvantaged students who plan to take the SAT tests.    

This letter is being sent to Pennsylvania Independent Living Program Coordinators / Private Providers as a reminder that the Child Welfare Resource Center is one of the agencies designated to distribute the waivers.    Below you will find some additional information about the waivers available, as well as the waiver process.  
· The Child Welfare Recourse Center will be distributing SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject Test Waivers and College Application Fee Waivers to aid Pennsylvania’s IL youth in continuing their higher education. 
· The attached form must be completed by the county Independent Living Coordinator or the private provider agency contracted by the county children and youth agency. 

Note: This form is also located on the Independent Living Website http://www.ilp.pitt.edu/  under “Forms and Instructions” and on the Youth Advisory Board Website http://www.independentlivingpa.org/ under “Get up to $4,000 for college”. 

· Completed forms should be emailed, as an attachment, to Janice Coplin, jtc30@pitt.edu.  Please keep in mind the deadline for each testing date and allow a sufficient amount of time to process the paperwork.
· After CWRC receives a request, the requested materials will be mailed back to the requestor.  
In addition to the providing an overview of the process, I would like to take the opportunity to address the use of the waivers.  Of the 165 SAT fee waivers issued by CWRC for the 2012 – 2103 school year, 107 youth were registered to take the examine and only 70 of those registered actually took the examine.
In previous years, the high absentee rates have raised concerns from the College Board, and they have reminded us that test-day absenteeism among fee-waiver recipients not only results in a financial loss but that it results in lost opportunities for students.
In an effort to increase the use of the waivers, the College Board has also provided the following information:
We have conducted surveys with thousands of students and received input from hundreds of school counselors to better address this issue.  Following are some of the most important things we have learned about fee-waiver recipients and absenteeism based on our research:

Most students:

1. Indicated that their School counselor was the most important influence on their decision to register for the SAT or SAT Subject Tests

2. Cited not feeling prepared and not having transportation  at the top reasons for being absent

3. Indicated that the following would have helped them show up on test day:

· Access to transportation / directions


· Better preparation and/ or more confidence

· A closer test center

· More encouragement and reminders

With this in mind, we are asking that every effort be made to provide the support needed to ensure that the youth who receive the SAT waivers are given the opportunity to use them.  Your efforts in this will be greatly appreciated and will allow us and the College Board to continue to offer the waivers 

Feel free to contact me regarding the information listed above with any additional questions or concerns.  Specific questions that are not answered by the Registration Bulletin should be directed to The College Board: Middle States Regional Office @ (215) 387-7600. 
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